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SUBJECT: REPORT OE GOMULKA'S DEATH 

1. EXECUTIVE EDITOR OF INTERPARESS TOLD EMBOFFS TODAY 
THAT GOMULKA DIED SUDDENLY WHILE IN BULGARIA FOR 
MEDICAL TREATMENT AND HIS BODY WAS FLOWN BACK TO WARSAW 
TWO DAYS AGO. SOURCE WAS SURPRISED THAT NEWS HAD NOT 

YET APPEARED IN POLISH PRESS. 

2. EMBASSY FINDS IT SOMEWHAT CURIOUS THAT, IE THIS 

REPORT IS TRUE, GOP WOULD DELAY ANNOUNCEMENT OF GOMULKA'S 
DEATH. HIS POPULARITY HAD WORN SO THIN BY THE TIME OE 
HIS BEING FORCED OUT OF OFFICE BY THE WORKERS' RIOTS IN 
GDANSK AND SCZCECIN IN DECEMBER 1970 THAT IT IS UNLIKELY 
THAT THE NEWS OF HIS DEATH WOULD BE GREETED PUBLICLY IN 
POLAND BY MUCH MORE THAT INDIEFERENT SHRUGS AND THE 
REVIVAL OE A NUMBER OF THE BETTER ANTI-GOMULKA JOKES. 
HOWEVER, POSSIBLY THE GIEREK REGIME IS HAVING DIEFICULTY 
WORKING OUT TO ITS OWN SATISFACTION THE SCENARIO FOR ITS 
OFFICIAL POSTURE UPON THE DEATH OF A MAN WHO ENJOYED 
GENUINE POPULARITY AS A NATIONAL LEADER IN 1956 AND FOR 
SEVERAL YEARS THEREAFTER BUT BOWED OUT TO THE TUNE OF 
BLOODY RIOTS IN 1970. 
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